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The College of Science and Engineering Technology proudly
welcomes Dr. Harshani Arachchilage as a new faculty
member within the Department of Chemistry. For the

department, Dr. Arachchilage will be teaching Inorganic &
Environmental Chemistry, as well as General Chemistry I.
Although she is not currently conducting research for the
university, it should be noted that her research interests
include characterizing metal complexes and synthesizing
thermally stable and volatile metal complexes to deposit

metal films using Atomic Layer Deposition methods.

With a focus on Chemistry, Dr. Arachchilage, obtained her

professional career path within the subject”. Leaving her native

Bachelor of Science from the University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka.
She noted that she “loved chemistry and wanted to pursue a

land of Sri Lanka, Dr. Arachchilage began a new journey in the
US where she obtained a Master of Science in Chemistry from

Sam Houston State while also teaching as a Graduate Assistant.
She then moved on to pursue her Ph.D. in Chemistry from
Wayne State University. After graduation with her doctoral

degree in 2020, she returned to the Department of Chemistry at
SHSU as a member of the faculty.

encourage current students with the knowledge that “life has
its ups-and-downs but if you focus on your goals and work

hard, you can definitely achieve those goals.”

As an SHSU alumna, Dr. Arachchilage is exhilarated to be a
part of the teaching faculty here at Sam Houston. She stated
that she looks forward to “giving back what she gained from
this beautiful place”. In the spirit of giving back, she wants to
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